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Message 
from the

Chair
The world marked the world tourism day on 27th 
September 2015 and celebrated a record 1.4 billion 
travelers in the year 2014. Tourism has now been 
recognized as the fastest growing global international 
trade market, providing countless job opportunities 
for local people. This is good news for all tourism 
stakeholders, especially in Kenya where tourism is the 
second largest foreign exchange earner, among the 
largest employer and forms part of the vision 2030 
millennia goals. We have gone through some very 
difficult years in Kenya however the Government of 
Kenya has taken significant steps to improve the security 
for its citizens and visitors and is working hand in hand 
with countries like the United States and the U.K. 
which have among the best intelligence and security 
departments in the world and who are also facing the 
global terrorism threat. This in conjunction with the 
ongoing PR campaigns and agent familiarization trips 
will assist in getting Kenya’s tourism back on track.  

Tourism activities of whatever scale impact on the 
natural environment and on socio-cultural aspects.  For 
the existence of our planet and the survival of the tourism 
industry both in Kenya and globally, it is important 
that tourism, while meeting the economic and social 
needs of the present, must not undermine the fragile 
ecosystems’ ability to regenerate and compromise the 
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

Ecotourism Kenya has recognized the importance 
of sustainability and through its programs, the eco-
rating certification scheme, the community enterprises 
support and development initiatives and the eco warrior 
awards, we strive to harmonize the link between the 
community, conservation and tourism. These are all 
meant at promoting responsible travel to natural areas, 
ensuring industry players make a positive contribution 
to environmental conservation, and enhancing the well 
being of local communities. 

The 2015 Eco-warrior awards are a call for sustainable 
tourism practices by all tourism stakeholders to ensure 
the magic of travelling that was experienced yesterday, 
is enhanced today and also enjoyed tomorrow by our 
future children. Each year we recognize these winners 
in sustainable tourism along with those that have made 
it to the prestigious short-listing.  For it is the winners 
along with those that are short-listed that are leaders 
in sustainable tourism in our country!  By celebrating 
innovation and leadership in responsible tourism, 
Ecotourism Kenya promotes the spirit of sustainability. 
Ecotourism Kenya promises to continue to forge new 
relationships between development and environment, 
and between tourism and the local people. We are 
proud that Kenya as a pioneer in eco-tourism continues 
to lead the way globally in sustainable tourism.
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About Ecotourism Kenya
Ecotourism Kenya is a civil society 
organization directly serving more than 550 
members, and reaching out to hundreds more 
in Kenya and East Africa. Since its inception 
in 1996 Ecotourism Kenya has been involved 
in a wide range of activities to promote 
and broaden the industry understanding of 

firsts: it was the first Ecotourism Society 
in Africa; the first to develop a voluntary 
eco-certification scheme for hotels/lodges 
in Africa and the first to publish a Green 
Directory of producers of green products and 
services.

sustainable tourism, and attract membership 
beyond the mainstream tourism industry.  
These includes; organizing international 
conferences and training workshops to 
developing guidelines, codes of conduct, best 
practices and a Green Eco-rating certification 
scheme. Ecotourism Kenya has had many 
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About the 
Ecowarrior 
Award

1. David Chiawo - Strathmore University

2. Tom Lesagre - KPSGA

3. Yusuf Mohammed - Tourism Fund 

5. Boniface Odiara - Technical University 

6. Carlo  Chege - AWF

7. Peter Hertz - LWF

8. Jacqueline Odudoh - KATO 

9. Leah Nganga - KAHC 

10.Dr. Shem Maingi - Kenyatta University 

11.David Kuria - KEnvO 

12. Judy Kepha - Gona - STTA (Chief Judge)

 List of Judges

Launched by Ecotourism Kenya in 2005, the 
Eco Warrior Awards honour creativity within the 
tourism industry in Kenya and is meant to inspire 
innovative actions to protect the environment and 
integrate local people into the business of tourism. The 
overall goal is to transform destination Kenya to a sustainable 
tourism destination. The award provides Ecotourism Kenya with an opportunity 
to recognize and reward innovations in sustainable tourism while supplying 
information on best practices. Among the values emphasized by the award are 
innovations that respect the environment, respect local people and cultures, 
impacts on local economies and empower local communities, practice of 
ecotourism, provide opportunities for linkages with local communities and 
promote good environmental governance. The winners must demonstrate 
innovation in any one or more of these areas.
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Judges Tier 3
1.  Jacinta Nzioka 
 Sustainability Committee - KTB

2.  Fiona Ngesa 
 Sustainability Committee - KTB

3. Fred Okeyo  
 Sustainability Committee - KTB

4. Daniel Karira
 Sustainability Committee - KTB
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1 Naboisho 
Conservancy

The 2015 Ecotourism 
Community Conservancy of the Year 
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All nominees
•	 Mara	Naboisho	Conservancy
•	 Tawi	Conservancy	
•	 Il	Ngwesi	Group	Ranch
•	 Westgate	Conservancy

Mara naboisho Conservancy is a private conservancy located adjacent to 
the Masai Mara national Reserve in Kenya. The Conservancy was formed by 
a number of investors in partnership with the local community. It is a model 
community conservancy project that has demonstrated how tourism can benefit conservation 
and the local community. 

The conservancy’s outstanding sustainability attributes that earned it the title include;
1.  Excellence in Corporate Social Responsibility initiatives.
2.  Formation of strategic partnerships to magnify sustainability.
3.  Research based decision making on sustainability matters.
4.  Innovative approach in conserving and protecting wildlife areas while making conservation 

economically beneficial to the community through sustainable tourism practices.
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MnC is a model community 
conservancy project that has 
demonstrated how tourism 
can benefit conservation and 
the local community. 



2 The 2015 Ecotourism 
Eco-rated Lodge of the Year Sirikoi Lodge
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All nominees
•	 Saruni	Mara
•	 Saruni	Samburu
•	 Saasab	Lodge
•	 Sirikoi	Lodge
•	 Tawi	Lodge

Sirikoi Lodge is a small, family-run lodge located within the Lewa Wildlife 
Conservancy on the northern slopes of Mt Kenya and is a Gold Eco-rated 
facility by Ecotourism Kenya. The area has an abundance of wildlife that include 
endangered species suchas black rhino, white rhino and Grevy’s zebra. Sirikoi is run from solar 
energy, has its own organic vegetable and fruit garden, free range chickens and a crystal clear 
mountain spring providing all the lodge’s water. The one-acre organic garden supplies fresh daily 
produce and is the most prodigious of its type at any lodge or camp in Kenya. They use eco-
friendly cleaning products and toiletries wherever possible and have a strict recycling policy. 

The lodge received the prestigious award due to; their innovative ways in which the community 
and staff are empowered; they have well documented impacts on conservation investments and a 
clear policy that guides their sustainability initiatives with targets.
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Sirikoi is run from solar 
energy, has its own organic 
vegetable and fruit garden, 
free range chickens and a 
crystal clear mountain spring 
providing all the lodge’s water. 
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Tortilis Camp Amboseli
The 2015 Ecotourism 
Eco-Rated Tented Camp of the Year 



All nominees

•	 Karen	Blixen	Tented	Camp
•	 Sanctuary	Olonana
•	 Cottars	1920s	Safari	Camp
•	 Porini	Mara	Camp
•	 Joy’s	Camp
•	 Tortilis	Camp

Located within the Amboseli ecosystem in Kitirua Conservancy. Tortilis Camp 
was designed and built by Stefano Cheli in 1993 and their tents are all 
spacious, with king or twin beds and elegant en suite bathrooms. Tortilis employs 
around 60 per cent of its staff from the local community, training them from scratch to become 
professional guides, barmen and waiters.  In full partnership with the community, Tortilis Camp 
is one of two tourism operators paying fixed rent to local Maasai landowners to preserve the 
Kitirua Conservancy, a 30,000 acre wildlife corridor bridging Amboseli and Tanzania.

The camp’s outstanding sustainability attributes that earned it the much coveted title include;
1. 100 per cent reliance on renewable energy; that is, solar energy
2. Minimized use of resources, recycling waste and grey water.
3. Direct funding to community projects and providing educational and employment opportunities 

to the local community.
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Tortilis Camp is one of two 
tourism operators paying 
fixed rent to local Maasai 
landowners to preserve the 
Kitirua Conservancy,



4 Ngare Ndare 
Forest Trust

The 2015 Ecotourism Community 
Owned Enterprise of the Year 

12



All nominees

•	 Ngare	Ndare	Forest	Trust
•	 Watamu	Marine	Association
•	 Kaya	Kinondo
•	 Kuruwitu	Welfare	Association/

Community Marine Park
•	 Ol	Kinyei	Conservancy

ngare ndare Forest is a lush indigenous forest set on the foothills of Mt. 
Kenya that has used to promote peace and co-existence among the different 
communities in the area, that is the Meru, Maasai, Borana and Kikuyu. The 
forest is also a vital corridor that links the Lewa Wildlife Conservancy to Mount Kenya that has 
been used by elephants for centuries. In an attempt to alleviate human - wildlife conflict, the 
forest was fenced off from southern farmland in 1992. 

The trust was accorded the award for their outstanding sustainability attributes that  include;
1. Its scientific and technological approaches to conservation.
2. Investment from local and international fees charged to clients is channel back into the 

conservancy
3. Implementation of the forest conservation and community development in action programmes.
4. Their role in the establishment of a public - private partnership between the local community 

and the Kenya Forest Service. The initiative has made conservation economically viable for the 
local community.
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The establishment of a public 
- private partnership between 
the local community and the 
Kenya Forest Service has made 
conservation economically 
viable for the local community.



5 The 2015 Ecotourism 
Eco-rated Hotel of the Year 
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Baobab Beach 
Resort and Spa



All nominees

•	 Medina	Palms
•	 Turtle	Bay	Beach	Club
•	 Baobab	Sea	Lodge																																										

The accommodation facility is currently Silver Eco-rated by Ecotourism Kenya. 
The resort is situated above a coral headland overlooking the white sands of 
Diani beach. It is designed on a traditional Arabic and Swahili architecture which provides an 
authentic taste of Africa. 

The facility received the award for its outstanding sustainability attributes that include;
1.  Documentation and implementation of suitability practices through a clear policy which 

targets on their sustainability investments.
2.  Creation of a green team guided by an environmental management policy
3.  Reliable resource use and waste management system
4.  Support for the protection of the endangered Colobus monkey
5.  Encouraging the local community to preserve their culture
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Baobab Beach Resort and 
Spa have a green team 
guided by an environmental 
management policy



6 The 2015 Ecotourism 
Tour Operator of the Year                                  

Gamewatchers 
Safaris Limited
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All nominees

•	 Kobo	Safaris
•	 Uniglobe	Let’s	Go	Travel
•	 Selective	Safaris/Albatros	Travel
•	 Game	watchers	

Gamewatchers Safaris Limited (GWS) is a tour operations company registered 
in Kenya that has specialized in offering safari holidays for over the last 25 
years. GWS is committed to helping preserve Africa’s unique wildlife, landscapes and local 
communities through sustainable ecotourism ventures that benefit the local communities and 
give their guests a rewarding experience. 

Their outstanding sustainability attributes that earned the company the much coveted title include;
1.  Commitment to a triple bottom line approach to sustainability
2.  A comprehensive written environmental policy
3.  An innovative monitoring system to evaluate impacts of their operations
4.  An excellent approach to conserve and protect wildlife areas through partnerships formed with 

the local communities.
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GWS is committed to helping 
preserve Africa’s unique 
wildlife, landscapes and 
local communities through 
sustainable ecotourism 
ventures



7 The 2015 Ecotourism 
Training Institute of the Year 

Amboseli Institute of 
Hospitality and Technology.
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All nominees

•	 Amboseli	Institute
•	 Kenya	Wildlife	Service	Training	

Institute
                                        

The Institute is a middle level training institution located in Thika town. They 
received a judge’s award for their effort in producing a quality work force for the local tourism 
and hospitality industry.

They gunned the title for their participation in community sensitization and outreach programmes 
within Thika and its environs. 
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... participation in community 
sensitization and outreach 
programmes within Thika and 
its environs. 



8 Safarilink Aviation
The 2015 Ecotourism 
Safari Airline of the Year 
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All nominees

•	 Air	Kenya
•	 Safarilink

Safarilink Aviation is a regional airline based at Wilson Airport in nairobi. They 
have been operating air services and providing aircrafts to the local Kenyan 
aviation industry for many years.  

Their outstanding sustainability attributes that earned the airline the prestigious accolade include; 
their involvement in diverse conservation projects with a clear structured policy for funding this 
projects e.g. Lewa, Colobus Trust and also tree planting initiatives with Mt. Kenya Trust.
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...involvement in diverse 
conservation projects with 
a clear structured policy for 
funding this projects e.g. 
Lewa, Colobus Trust and also 
tree planting initiatives with 
Mt. Kenya Trust.



9 Ol Pejeta 
Conservancy

The 2015 Ecotourism 
Private Conservancy of the Year 
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All nominees

•	 xxxxxx
•	 xxxxx

Ol Pejeta Conservancy is located in nanyuki which is the largest black Rhino 
sanctuary in East Africa, and home to three of the world’s last remaining 
northern white rhino. It is the only place in Kenya where you can see 
Chimpanzees in a sanctuary established to rehabilitate animals rescued from 
the black market. It has some of the highest predator densities in Kenya, and still manages 
a very successful livestock programme. Ol Pejeta also seeks to support the people living around 
its borders to ensure wildlife conservation translates to better education, healthcare and 
infrastructure for the next generation of wildlife guardians. 

Ol Pejeta Conservancy received the judge’s award for their effort to conserve wildlife and generate 
income through wildlife tourism.

It is the only place in 
Kenya where you can see 
Chimpanzees in a sanctuary 
established to rehabilitate 
animals rescued from the 
black market.
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Raffle sponsors
Premium Vouchers with flights 

1. 2 night for 2 at Baobab Beach Resort 
& Spa, Diani South Coast on full board 
accommodation  including return air 
tickets courtesy of Air Kenya

2. 2 nights for 2 at Sirikoi Lodge  
Inclusive of full board accommodation, 
house wines & beers, airstrip transfers, 
game drives, sundowner excursions 
and picnics with return ticket courtesy 
of Safari Link 

3. 2 nights for 2 at Joy’s Camp Samburu 
on full board accommodation with 
return ticket courtesy of Safari Link

4. 2 nights for 2 at Kichwa Tembo Tented 
Camp  inclusive of Airstrip transfer and 
medical evacuation with return ticket 
courtesy of Air Kenya

1 Night Only Voucher   

11. 1 night for 2 at Lake naivasha 
Country Club on full board courtesy 
of Sun Africa Hotels

12. 1 night for 2 at Lake naivasha 
Country Club courtesy of Sun Africa 
Hotels

13. 1 night for 2 at Sovereign Suites 
courtesy full board exclusive of any 
extra of Sun Africa Hotels

14. 1 night for 2 at Sovereign Suites 
courtesy full board exclusive of any 
extra of Sun Africa Hotels

15. 1 night for 2 at Distant Relatives Eco-
lodge –Kilifi

2 Nights Only Vouchers

5.    2 nights for 2 at Karen Blixen 
Camp including game drives and a 
complimentary massage Excluding 
conservancy fees and drinks)                      

6.   1 nights for 2 all-inclusive 
accommodation at Turtle Bay Beach 
Club, Watamu 

7.   2 nights for 2 on Half Board at 
Severin Sea Lodge and Dinner 
(excluding drinks) at Imani Dhow 
Restaurant                         

8.   2 night for 2 at Keekorok Lodge on 
full board courtesy of Sun Africa 
Hotels

9.   2 night for 2 at Keekorok Lodge full 
board Country Club courtesy of Sun 
Africa Hotels

10. 2 nights for 2 at Medina Palms, 
Watamu on half board basis
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Catalyzing Community-Led conservation
Kenya Wildlife Conservancies Association (KWCA) works with communities and landowners 
to  secure critical habitat, protect Kenya’s iconic wildlife and empower communities to 
benefit from well managed natural resources. With the kind support from GEF UNDP Small 
Grants Program, KWCA  facilitates upscaling of  best practices, we are pleased to be a 
sponsor for the community conservancy award category for two years in a row.  
Learn more at www.kwcakenya.com

23inches width

Magadi Tenting Centre, Box 1038,00517 Uhuru Gardens, Nairobi.   Tel +254 708418522   Email: info@kwcakenya.com

KWCA congratulates the winner, community and private conservancy, and all the 2015 Eco-warrior Award winners!
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The Kenya Wildlife Trust (KWT) was founded in October 2007, an initiative of the Directors of Ker & 

Downey Safaris Company. KWT works with some of the best safari operators in Kenya, raising funds 

through tourism which are then applied directly to conservation projects in the areas of the country 

most important for the future of wildlife-based tourism. KWT works in three important wildlife areas in 

Kenya; Amboseli, Mara and Samburu and is built on three pillars: predator conservation, 

community projects which reinforce conservation values and wildlife education which will ensure 

the future conservation of Kenya’s wildlife.   

             COMMUNITY  PREDATORS       WILDLIFE EDUCATION 

           

Contact: www.kenyawildlifetrust.org  Email: info@kenyawildlifetrust.org 
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